The Diagnostic Melancholia Scale (DMS): dimensions of endogenous and reactive depression with relationship to the Newcastle Scales.
The two diagnostic Newcastle Scales for depression have been evaluated in a drug trial with antidepressants. By use of latent structure analysis (Rasch models) it was found that two dimensions are necessary for describing the diagnosis of depression, one for endogenous features and one for reactive features. Of the depressed patients 50% had a pure endogenous depression, 14% had a pure reactive depression, 32% had mixed endogenous and reactive depression, and 4% had uncertain diagnosis. In the pure endogenous depression group 77% had a monotonically non-decreasing improvement curve during treatment whereas in the other diagnostic categories around 50% had such an improvement.